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“ Every Student Counts”  
 

I am so EXCITED about our May Conference!  With so many changes on the horizon 
regarding graduation requirements, graduation rates, and state reporting, schools must 
make smart decisions to make sure “ Every Student Counts.”   I know it is difficult to be 
away from your district for three days.  However, you and your district will greatly benefit 
from conference participation. Your Planning Committee has developed a very 
comprehensive agenda that will equip you with information and tools to become more 
knowledgeable in your profession.   
 
Research shows that attendance is a significant indicator of school success.  Our packed 
agenda will feature four successful attendance intervention/truancy programs from around 
the state – Jackson County, Oakland Schools, Calhoun ISD, and Traverse Bay Area.   We 
have never offered such a strong focus for Attendance Officers.  Other highlights include: 
Pupil Accounting for Building Administrators, Days & Hours, Enrollment & Records 
Retention, Special Ed, Work-based Ed., SRSD/AYP/MEAP, Legislative Updates, and 
Graduation Rates.  Of course, Lisa Swem from Thrun Law Firm and representatives from 
our state agencies will give us updates on the hottest topics and there will be a Round Table 
for ISD Auditors.  SAPC and SBCEU credits will be offered. 
 
Not only will the conference provide you with professional development and networking 
opportunities, but there is also time for social interaction.  While we will not sponsor an 
organized golf outing, check out the enclosed information in the packet regarding golf 
courses.  You may want to golf a round on Sunday.   Join us for packet stuffing at 8:45 
p.m. Sunday at the Resort.  The popular Euchre Tournament and mixer is back again this 
year on Monday night.  Come with a friend or come to meet new friends.   
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve as your President-elect and I look forward to seeing 
you at the conference.   “ Every Student Counts”  will happen May 22-24, 2006 at the 
Grand Traverse Resort in beautiful Traverse City. 
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More Changes Coming To Dropout/Graduation Rate Methods 
 
Those of you who have followed the States’  progress in changing over their dropout & graduation rate 
calculations are probably aware that CEPI was fully committed to running the 04/05 rates (which are 
computed in 05/06) off of SRSD data.  I’m hoping most of you spent at least some time ensuring that your 
SRSD data was as clean as possible, because we were told that we would not be able to edit data anymore in 
the old EDN system. 
 
Well, it turns out that they were half right.  EDN is indeed unusable, so CEPI is in the process of creating a 
new system to replace it.  CEPI currently expects the new application to be ready by April, for the 
computation of the 04/05 rates. 
 
While the new system is still being developed, and nothing is final yet, I can tell you that they are going to 
be using a modified version of the EDN system, which means they will compute a 1-year dropout rate for 
each grade then combine them to create a ‘ retention’  rate, rather than a true graduation rate.  They are 
planning to pre-populate the tables with data from SRSD, and then districts will have the opportunity to 
make aggregate level changes to the results.  It does not appear that there will be any way to correct bad 
information that may already reside in SRSD.  This will be an aggregate level application only. 
 
One other change that is planned for this application is that CEPI will take all the students that they will be 
counting as ‘dropouts’  based on your SRSD submission, and search their database for those UICs on a later 
submission.  If you dropped a student to dropout, but they find the student at some other district at a later 
count, they will NOT count the student as a dropout against you, but as an educational transfer.  While this 
does mean that we all have to be VERY careful to look for old UICs for new students we receive, this does 
have the potential to reduce our dropout rates. 
 
What does this mean for districts?  Good news and bad.  The good news is that we will still have the ability 
to edit our dropout data before it is published.  This should come as an IMMENSE relief to those of us 
dreading the publishing of unadjusted rates.  The bad news is that many districts may not have done their 
usual process of gathering data in preparation for the EDN system. 
 
CEPI’s current plan is to notify districts in the near future about these changes and start discussing which 
buildings should or should not have dropout rates calculated.  Their intention is to include every building 
possible, but they acknowledge this may not be possible under this EDN-style system.  Please look for this 
list from CEPI in the near future, and be sure to start your process of identifying your dropout students so 
you can respond when the new application is released in April. 
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The 2006 MPAAA Nominations Committee - Norman Lupton, MPAAA Planning Committee, Michigan 
Department of Education; Stacy Hodges, Genesee Intermediate School District; Barbette Lane, MPAAA 
Planning Committee, Wexford-Missaukee ISD; Julie Weiler, MPAAA Member At Large, Saginaw ISD; 
Annie Monaweck, MPAAA Planning Committee, and Laura Whipple - Chairperson, Calhoun ISD – is very 
pleased to present to following candidates for election. 
 

Spring Election Ballots and return envelops are included with your Spring Conference Mailing. 
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The Michigan Department of Education 
announced that current retention rate 
formula, known as the Phelps method, will 
continue to be used through the 2006-2007 
school year. This is a change from the 
previous MDE position that the graduation 
rate would be changed to the cohort method 
beginning with the graduating class of 2006. 
At this point in time, the target percentage 
remains at 80%. 
  
It is imperative that schools closely monitor 
data input. While windows have been 
afforded to schools that allow one - time 
changes to unfavorable statistics, core data 
will continue to drive yearly results. One - 
time changes may not be enough to get 
favorable results in subsequent years. If the 
core data is still incorrect, and the MDE holds 
to its position of no windows for change (after 
this year), you may not be pleased with your 
results. 
  
In addition, schools must keep a watchful eye 
on internal policies that create retention. If the 
cohort method is, in fact, used in the future, 
and current classes are not grand-fathered, 
those additional retained students could cost 
your school and/or your district to not make 
AYP. 
  
At the 2006 MPAAA Spring Conference, you 
will have the chance to learn more about this 
and get all the current information on what 
has happened and what will happen. 
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MEMBERSHIP  
NEWS 
 
 
� � � � 	 � � �! �� �� � � 	 �
� � �� " � � � � � �� ! � � �
 
Welcome 2005-06 New Members: 
 
Michele Harma Adams Twp. School District 

Diane Keranen Adams Twp. School District 

Terry Koch Anchor Bay 

Nadine Rickard Anchor Bay School District 

Candace 
Rozelle-
Williams Ann Arbor Public Schools 

Mary Zuehlk Avondale School District 

Brenda Trager Avondale Schools 

Laura Tepper Baker College 

Patt Sheeley Baldwin Community Schools 

Julia Young Baldwin Community Schools 

Michele Velmer Baraga Area Schools 

Vicki Richardson Beaverton Rural Schools 

Judy Witer Beaverton Rural Schools 

Kendra Zink Bedford Public Schools 

Deborah Baker Bellaire Public Schools 

Barbara Castle Bellaire Public Schools 

Debbie Good Berkley School District 

Julie Peterson Big Bay de Noc 

Jane Laux Big Bay De Noc School District 

Tracy Staple Breitung Township Schools 

Robin Johnson Bridgeport-Spaulding Comm. S/D 

Pat Beyer Bridgeport-Spaulding CSD 

Yolanda Rhodes Buena Vista School District 

Sandra Deline Central Academy 

Inas Rabiah Central Academy 

Sheryl Baker Charlotte Public Schools 

Bonnie Campbell Clarkston Community School  

Loret Roberts Copper Country ISD 

Brian Tabaczka Crestwood School District 

Ron Misiak Crestwood School District 

Karla Sladewski Crestwood School District 

Michael Koster Delta-Schoolcraft ISD 

Ruth Ueberroth Dewitt Public Schools 

Mona Auerbach Dexter Communtiy Schools 

Tracy Leedle Durand Area Schools 

Carla Sworthwood Durand Area Schools 

Jacqueline Mavis Durand Schools 

Linda Pearl Esconaba 

Denise Taugher Forest Hills Public Schools 

Ruth Trier 
Freeland Community School 
District 

Janice Winkel Gladstone Area Schools 

Kerry McGrath Grand Haven Area Public Schools 

Keely Van Dort Grand Haven Area Public Schools 

Kathi Thornton Grant Public School District 

Dennis Rogoszewski Gratiot-Isabella RESD 

Betty Southon Gull Lake Community Schools 

Vicky Erdman Harbor Beach Community School 

Deb Siemen Harbor Beach Community Schools 

Kim Lamb Hart Public School 

Tim Fulcher Hazel Park 

Jeanette Johnson Hazel Park 

Lorilee Vanderveer Hillman Community Schools 

Paula Hoeker Holland Public Schools 

Kristie Hagerman Holt Public Schools 

Kimberly Maki Houghton-Portage Twp. Schools 

Donna Gliniecki Huron Intermediate School District 

Linda Edwards Inkster Public Schools 

Lynda Broughman Jackson Public Schools 

Lorri Gierman Jenison Public Schools 

Patricia Hoisington Kentwood Public Schools 

Janet Pennington Lakewood Public School 

Jan Casarez Lakewood Public Schools 

Terasa Ragland Life Skills Center of Detroit 

Cassandra Wallace Life Skills Center of Detroit 

Diane Russell Lincoln Cons. School District 

Julie Harvala Marquette-Alger RESA 

Kerri Harrie Mason-Lake ISD 

Michele Mancine Melvindale-North Allen Park  

Betty Nyberg Menominee Area Public Schools 

Larry Godwin Menominee ISD 

Jeffrey Lauer Midland Public Schools 

Wendy Rozanski MJ Management Services Inc 

Barbara Ryan Morrice Area Schools 

Kip Griffin Muskegon City School District 

Rochelle Vaandering Muskegon City School District 

Julie Dompierre Negaunee Public Schools 

Barbara Coffman New Buffalo Area Schools 

Wendy Fetty New Haven Community Schools 

Fernada Hendee Northview Public School District 

Nicole Brown Oak Park Schools 

Brenda Scott Oakridge Public Schools 

Leon Butts Old Redford Academy 

Tracy Jolly Old Redford Academy 

Jennifer Nelson Old Redford Academy 

Jennifer Wilkins Old Redford Academy 

Diane Peterman Onaway Area Community Schools 

Dawn Farrell Palo Community Schools 

Edith Brownell Potterville Public Schools 

Steven Erbisch Public Schools of Calumet 

Tammy Hubbard River Rouge School District 

Margaret Hunter River Rouge School District 

Michael Rivenburgh Rogers City Area Schools 

Marcia Hefel Roseville Community Schools 

James Jones Ross Hill Academy 

Mary LaPan Saginaw City School District 

Pam Pincumbe Saginaw ISD 

Barbara Hair Saginaw Pregaratory Academy 
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Bette Dupuis Saginaw Twp. Community Schools 

Kitty Coryell Saline Area Schools 

Jackie Lane Saline Area Schools 

Janice Warner Saline Area Schools 

Elizabeth Broderick Saugatuck Public Schools 

Elizabeth Wilson Saugatuck Public Schools 

Debra Miller Spring Lake Public Schools 

Michelle Gorby St. Johns Public Schools 

Linda Benchley Standish-Sterling Community S/D 

Susan Davidson Sturgis Public Schools 

Barbara Morgan Superior Central School District 

Sandra Pociopa Superior Central School District 

Linda West Taylor School District 

Caroline Rentfrow Three Rivers Community Schools 

Janice McFalls Traverse City Area Public Schools 

Dawn Blum Van Buren ISD 

Dana Doemer Van Buren Public Schools 

Dennis Keeney Walled Lake Consolidated Schools 
Kimberely McNett Walled Lake Schools 

Cathy Riggs Warren Consolidated Schools 

Arthur Vrettas, Ph.D Warren Consolidated Schools 

Darlene Rose Waterford School District 

Caryn Johnson West Iron County Public Schools 

Carol Henry Whitmore Lake Public Schools 

Karen Cook Willow Run Community Schools 

Teresa Cornelison Willow Run Community Schools 

Donita White Woodmont Academy 

Patricia Thomas Ypsilanti Public Schools 
 
MPAAA BYLAWS 

 
The purpose of MPAAA is… 
To promote such practices as shall be consistent with 
good methods in accounting for children in the schools of 
the State of Michigan.  Such accounting records shall be 
concerned with membership, attendance, academic 
achievement, health, and any other pertinent school 
records. 
 
To increase the effectiveness of attendance workers in 
relation to student non-attendance in their local school 
district. 
 
To work in cooperation with the Department of Education 
and other agencies concerned with areas in accounting 
and attendance. 
 
To foster a wholesome, professional spirit among the 
members. 

 
Check out the MPAAA Website: 

http://www.mpaaa.org 
 

Questions on your Spring Conference 
Registration? 

e-mail Karen Eisinger at: 
eisinger_mpaaa@sresd.k12.mi.us 

 
MPAAA FALL CONFERENCE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 
September 12 & 13, 2006 

Holiday Inn - South 
Lansing, MI 

 
UP CONFERENCE 

Monday, September 18, 2006 
 

FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: 
Notice of cancellation must be given 48 hours prior to the 
conference.  Also if you register for a conference on site, 

there is an extra $25 fee.  Please contact Karen Eisinger via 
e-mail at: eisinger_mpaaa@sresd.k12.mi.us.   
Membership Secretary (989)743-3471 x241. 

 
 

  

NEWSLINE 

The NEWSLINE is published by the Michigan Pupil 
Accounting and Attendance Association. 

 
MPAAA President: 

Rob Dickinson Grand Rapids Public Schools 
 

MPAAA Executive Board: 
President-Elect Debra Hartman, Genesee ISD 
Past President Laura Whipple, Calhoun ISD 
Secretary Julie Lytle, Clare-Gladwin RESD 
Treasurer Carol Siderman, Benzie City Central 
Membership Secretary Karen Eisinger, Shiawassee RESD 
Communications/Tech. Coord. Janell Craig, Huron Valley 
Historian  Victoria Burke, Jackson ISD 
ISD Representative  Sally Washington, Tuscola ISD 
Legislative Liaison Rebecca Rocho, Calhoun ISD 
Educational Issue Chair Patricia Buck, Alpena Public 
Member-At-Large Julie Weiler, Saginaw ISD 
Member-At-Large Vicki Bott, CMU Charter Sch. Office 
NEWSLINE Editor Cheryl Flannery, Newaygo Co. RESA 
Sergeant-At-Arms John Petitto, Avondale School District 
MDE Representative Dan Hanrahan, Michigan Dept. of Ed. 
Upper Peninsula Rep. Mary Ellen Welcher, Dickinson-Iron 

 
MPAAA Planning Committee: 

Barbette Lane Wexford-Missaukee ISD 
Janice Dodge Holt Public Schools 
Norm Lupton  State Auditor, MDE 
Annie Monaweck Calhoun ISD 
Mary Beth Stein Traverse City Area PS 
Deborah Vanderlip Swartz Creek Comm. Schools 
Doris Donagrandi Millington Comm. Schools 
Shannon Eason Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy 
Carolyn Claerhout Oakland Schools 
 
Executive Board and Planning Committee meetings are 
open to members.  Minutes thereof can be obtained from the 
MPAAA Secretary or from the mpaaa.org website. 
 


